






turquoise? orange? 
Paired with four shades of 
yellow? Joy Kirksey needed some 
convincing. Her husband, Kirk, was 
all for the bold color combination. 
"I did like the idea of a bright, warm kitchen, so I thought, We'll 
see," Joy says. "We can always change it." 

Their color odyssey began with the purchase of a vintage 
dinette set for their 1925 foursquare near downtown Dallas. 
The set nicely reflected the midcentury period they loved, but 
it needed refurbishing. So did their entire kitchen, where 
storage space was lacking, the stark black-and-white vinyl floor 
glaring, proper lighting missing, and the old appliances failing. 

After collecting ideas, the couple realized they didn't want a 
retro look, but also didn't want a boring result either. Seeking 
help, they turned to interior designer Cleo Spears. 

After seeing the colors the couple favored for 
reupholstering the dinette set, as well as the hues of their 
Fiesta dinnerware and items collected during far-flung 
vacations, Spears recommended the new cabinetry be painted 
turquoise to make their collection pop. 

With strong color on the cabinets and flooring, Spears 
decided to link the saffron hue in the floor tile with a 
progression of three shades of yellow-daffodil on the 
beaded-board wainscoting, lemon meringue on the walls, and 
buttercream on the ceiling. 

"For any new design to work, there should be continuity 
between adjacent rooms," Spears says. In this case, the same 
maple cabinetry in the living room and butler's pantry was 
used for the kitchen's island and central support beam. 

"Details are important," Spears says. "My philosophy to 
kitchen design is that you should love it when you walk in, but 
the more you linger, the more you should be able to discern 
the finishing touches." 

Now that it's all come together, Joy is pleased with the color 
gamble. "Plus, everything is right where we need it when we 
need it," she says. "On every level, the space makes us happy." 
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Built-in 
benches 

create a comfy 
banquette 

and maximize 
seating space. 



OPPOSITE: Atop refurbished chrome 
legs, the vintage laminate table and re
covered chairs pull up to a new L-shape 
bench, which includes hidden storage. The 
cushions are covered in terra-cotta vinyl 
that matches the chairs. ABOVE RIGHT: 
Drawers on either side of the range store 
frequently used utensils plus pots and pans. 
ABOVE, FAR RIGHT: Pullout shelves in the 
upper and lower cabinetry allow easy access 
to tall containers. RIGHT: The drawer 
beneath the coffee- and tea-making niche is 
designed to accommodate cups, coffee pods, 
and tea bags. FAR RIGHT: The recycled
vinyl composition flooring can be especially 
striking in angular combinations, but " if it's 
not put in by experienced installers, you're 
just asking for trouble," Kirk says. " You also 
need to read up on how the manufacturer 
suggests caring for it. Do your research." 

about this makeover 

coffee 14x18 

wine 

Working within the 
existing footprint, 
the Kirkseys and 
designer Cleo Spears 
repositioned some 
appliances, moved the 
sink from an awkward 
corner, expanded the 
island and included 
storage, added more 
wall cabinetry, and 
created a built-in 
sitting area. 


