
indoors my favorite room

Written and produced by  Denise Gee  photos Kim Cornelison

Cottage Confection
“My dining cottage is filled with things I love. 
Sharing it with friends is even more special.” 

Laura McGuire turned her outdoor dining room into 
a shimmering vision of pink and cream to host a 
holiday party for girlfriends. “The scheme is a softer 
take on the usual red and white,” says the Dallas 
stylist, above, with her chihuahua, Honey.
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“It’s fun to 
change the 
look for 
parties.” 
Laura is forever 
redecorating her  
10-by-12-foot garden 
shed turned dining 
room. For the holidays, 
garlands of tinsel,  
pom-poms, and beads 
drape the mantel, and 
damask wallpaper 
dresses up the firebox 
opening. Laura sets the 
table with her mother’s 
china and silver, gold-
rimmed glasses, and 
rosy depression-glass 
tumblers. overhead, 
glass ornaments dangle 
from the chandelier 
“like little hanging 
gems,” she says.

n  Salvaged findS  French doors, violet glass doorknobs, and  
her parents’ old fireplace mantel provide sentimental soul.

n  luxuriouS toucheS  pink-and-cream stripe silk draperies and  
a sparkling crystal chandelier elevate the cottage’s humble garden  
shed roots.

n  collectionS  Vintage china, floral paintings, christmas ornaments, 
beach finds, and family photos add charm.

n Pink Palette  “it’s such a flattering color for everyone,” Laura says.

What makeS her room SPecial
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“I’ve always been a fan of girly pink colors 
and decor. That’s what I had in mind 
while planning this very feminine, 
grown-up tea party.”

Laura serves guests Moroccan-
style rose-infused mint tea on a 
French serving tray, right. the 
dessert bar, left, includes 
sweets in apothecary jars.  
rose-patterned teacups, 
pink-rimmed dessert plates, 
lacy napkins, and her mother’s 
silver spoons wrapped in 
crocheted ribbon await guests. 
the painting on the wall—one 
of the many blossoming 
canvases she has collected over 
the years—reflects her love of 
roses and, of course, pink. 

108  december 2007  beTTer HoMes anD GarDens



“It’s a little bit 
French, a little 
bit casbah.”

tucked in an alcove, the 
slipcovered settee offers 
a soft spot to relax, right. 
the old gilt French table 
and inlaid indian side 
table illustrate Laura’s 
global mix-and-match 
approach to decorating. 
she designed the flirty 
short-skirted linen 
slipcover for her business, 
Maison de couture. a 
gold-trimmed indian silk 
table runner and a trio of 
embellished pillows add 
cushy style. 

For buying information see page 256.


