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a 
sense of openness 
starts at the wide front 
door of Bill and Kate 
Bartlett's Craftsman
style home-their 

version of it. "It's nice and clean and 
modern for the way we live-yet 
still has a foot in history," Kate says. 
They bought an original 1904 
bungalow in an Atlanta neighbor
hood they loved-near a park and 
their children's school-but found 
they needed to replace it entirely to 
fit their family's way oflife. 

The couple admires the Crafts 
man style for its broad proportions, 
ample built-ins , and well-honed 
details "that offer a sense of perma
nence," says Kate, but knew it would 
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be too tricky to renovate the 
older, smaller home into a larger, 
more open one. They also wanted 
their new home 's architecture to 
blend in beautifully with the local 
historic charm. 

As home design professionals 
(Bill is a builder-remodeler , Kate an 
interior designer), the two are used 
to working as a team. "I got to design 
the house , and Kate got to finish it,'' 
says Bill. They call their result 
"stylized Craftsman ." 

"All of the different molding 
details, wainscoting, transoms , and 
other architectural elements paint 
the whole picture of a house that'll 
look as terrific years from now as it 
does today,'' Kate says. 

continued on page Z6 

OPEN UP 
Unlike bungalows 

of the past, the 

home's new floor 

plan offers one 
open multi 

functional 
space- a kitchen, 

breakfast, and 

family area- that 

the family share. 

LIVING 
ROOM ROOM 
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SUNNY DISPOSITION 
In their open kitchen, 
above, Kate and Bill opted 
for large windows and 
minimal upper cabinetry. 
To further lighten the room, 
the couple chose creamy 
white upper and pale green 
lower cabinets; a pale green 
subway tile backsplash; and 
luminous Calcutta Gold 
marble for the countertops. 

BUILT-IN BONUS 
Kate keeps household 
paperwork in order in the 
kitchen office area. 
Admittedly, it can be "a 
drop zone" for clutter, but_ 
when company's coming 
she can easily stash her 
laptop and assorted papers 
away. A matte-finish 
mahogany countertop gives 
the workspace its own 
identity within the light 
surroundings. 
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CRAFTSMAN CHIC The coffered 

ceiling 's cross beams help define the 

family room area " and make it much 

more cozy," Bill says. 

' I 
DINING OUT French doo rs lead from 

t he fam ily room to a screened porch . 
Kate says, 'It really extends our 

living space." 
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frompageZ2 
The couple respected Craftsman 

design details but updated the look 
by using lighter paint colors rather 
than darker traditional wood tones. 
"We didn't do a lot of stained 
woodwork; that helps keep it fresher 
looking," Kate says. 

Serving as a magnet at the back of 
the home is a 22-by-33-foot family 
living space with open kitchen that 
connects to a screened-in porch. ''We 
wanted a space that would involve 
the entire family," Bill says. At the 
end of each day, Kate can be found 
cooking while Bill is checking on 
their two children in the "hobby 
corner " -an art table set up near 
Kate's built-in home office. 

When decorating , Kate opted for 

a casual look with a touch of sophis
tication. "But agreeing on colors and 
materials wasn 't so easy;' Bill says. "I 
have vibrant tastes and Kate has 
more traditional , muted ones.'' As a 
compromise, they painted walls 
mustard yellow, while comfy sofas 
and chairs wear durable fabrics in 
soft yellow, orange , and celadon. 

While the main floor is designed 
for activity, the upstairs is restful. 
Their luxurious master bath tempts 
with a generously sized soaking tub. 

The house is a haven that Bill and 
Kate appreciate even more after 
being away. ''When we shut our 
home's big wooden front door and 
hear that heavy thump behind us, I 
know we're home ," Kate says. "It 
feels so solid here ."~ 



II BETTER BY DESIGN OPEN-MINDED CRAFTSMAN 11 

-_ RE~TION' CENTRAL A vintage-style soaking • - ~ • 
tub is a treat at tlie end of the·cJay: Paneled 
.wairrscotirlg with a slim shelf holds art that's 

- i:!asily changed. On the floor, catarra [Tlarble 
. m?saics create a basket-weave pattern ~ug. 
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ON DISPLAY 
At the top of t he staircase, a bookcase defines 
the entry to Bill and Kate's master bedroom 
and provides beautiful storage for family 
collections and favorite reads. 

. . 


